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This paper is designed to provide the beginring infurmation for
this "At-Risk"™ task force. All of you are interested in one or more
dimensions of "At-Risk" because of your presense. What we have
tried to do in this paper is to indicate some (but, possibly not
all) of the dimensions of "At-Risk™, so that task force members can
better gauge the breadth of the problem and can begin to take some
action upon it.

The general problem, with which we are dealing, is one of
children and youth who are placed, by the actions of self or others,
in situations where they are likely to be physically,
psychologically or emotionally damaged or where they will not
thrive. This in its broadest sense is the meaning of "at-Risk".
Children can be placed ®at-risk" at various times, by various
persons, and by various agencies. Some are more likely at one point
or another in the development of a child. For example, adolescents
are much more likely to be "at-risk" by running away than are
children under the age of five.

At-risk is a generic term which relates to problems in the
child (pre-existing conditions), things done to children and youth
by others or by themselves, or conditions which develop as children
and youth grow and mature which adversely affect their development
(physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and educational) and
legal status.

The purpose(s) of our task force is to study this problem and
to make recommendations to policy makers related to dealing with
aspects of the problem in rural areas. We may also wish to gather
information to show the extent of the need or the kinds of programs
which are the most effective in rural areas, in comparison to urban
areas. To do this we must examine the literature and what we know
from personal experience. The latter part of this paper presents
some of the literature, at least enough to get started in examining
most of the areas of "At-Risk"™.

After we have looked at the data we should look to informing
the public(s) who we represent about the condition of "At-Risk"
children and what should/can be done about it. To do this we need
to look at various publics, e.g., parents, teachers, workers for
social/welfare agencies, children, and the community at large.

Within each area or dimension of "At-Risk" we need to look at a
sample of the researach related to rural children. If research has
been done does it show that different strategies, interventions,
techniques, etc., need to be used in rural areas. Or, are urban
techniques satisfactory for use in rural areas. If no research has
been done on rural populations should it be? This means, we think,
prioritizing the kinds of resea-ch which reneds to be done in rural
"At-Risk"” on the basis of the severity of the problem and the cost
of the research. We must recognize that there will always be
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research that needs to be done which will remain unfounded. We
should insure that we have developed an agenda which can be
communicated to the policy makers and the funding agencies so that
when dollars are spent on rural "At-Risk" problems, that the right
problems are addressed.

Finally we need to develop a priority list of the problems, we
as a task force wish to address. This is probably some subset of
the priorities list that we think should be generated. As part of
this process we need to, we think, form committees looking at
various aspects of "At-Risk" with various ages of children and
youth. In this paper we try to provide some structure to the
various causes of "at-risk". It should be recognized that the
categories to which these causes are assigned are sometimes
intituitively obvious and sometimes arbitrary. No attempt has been
made to provide definitive categorization for problems which may
nave, potentially, many diverse causes, e.g., learning disabilities.
The list of clients and problems is obviously, not comprehensive but
we have tried to make it representitive.

At-Risk (general)

Abramson, S. (1983). 1Issues in early identification of
children at educational risk. S 8 2

mmg: 59(1), 12-19.

Anderson, L.S., & Limoncelli, R. J. (1982). Meeting the needs
of the high risk, difficult to reach student: Creative

=W LS il At}

educational approaches. The School Counselor, May, 381-387.
Atkinson, J. K. (Ed.) (1980). i s ev n
ntervention. vouna i 's learning d lties

(31 ] S ACEL & e 1Earitril Al & A AU
(ISBN-0-86776-001-X). Brisbane, Australia: Queensland
University, Fred and Eleanor Schonell Educational Research
Centre.

Conrath, J. 1}
+on - with

i or defeated learners. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED 278 153)

Mirga, T. (1988). States and the ’‘At-Risk’ issues: Said aware
but still ‘failing.’ Education Week, 8/3, pp. 1, 14, 15.

New York State Education Department, Albany (1984). Report on
pupils-at-risk. Office of Elementary, Secondary, and
Continuing Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service
No. ED 281 895)



Olson, L. (1988). Despite years of rhetoric, most still see
little understanding, inadequate efforts. Education Week,
8/3, pp. 1, 16.

Rural
Horner, B., & O’Neill, J. (1981). Child welfare practice in

small communities.
6(3-4), 16-23,

Kleppel, E. B. (1981).

. Paper presented'at‘the‘National
Institute on Social Work in Rural Areas (6th, Beaufort
County, SC, July 26-29, 1981).

Sarvela, P. D., & HcClendon, E. J. (1987). Early adolescent
: : ] B ,chigan. Paper presented

at the Annual Heeting of the Anerican Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance (Las Vegas, NV).

Seager, D. D-. et al. (1980). Imngztans_iasngﬁ_in_xn:al

;ggiggg‘ ERIC>Clearinghousewon rural-Education"and'Smallu'
Schools, lLas Cruces, New Mexico.

Tarleau, A. T. (1981). Rural child welfare. Education and
practice issues. Human Services in t jral Envi ,
8(3-4), 9-15.

Tarleau, A. T. (1982). Rural child welfare. Washington
University, St. Louis, MO: Region VII child welfare Training

Center.

Events in this category include most of the interventions in
the natural development of a child which cause developmental,
educatioral, psychological or physical harm for that child. These
things come in two categories comission and omission: These events
are provided by parents, other family members, teachers, health and
social service workers, medical personnel, judicial personnel,
peers, and other adults. For some things only a relative can be
involved, e.g., incest, but for others any adult may be the doer.
Different kinds of events cause at-risk for young children, olde.
children and youth therefore these are indicated differentially (1 =
young children (0-4), 2 = older children (5-11), 3 = youth (12-18 or
21 if handicapped)) These numbers appear at the end of an entry to
indicate the age of the typical victim. If no number is appended
the research would indicate that it does not do different and apply
equrally to all ages.
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I. comission

Morse, S. J., & Whitebread, C. H. (1982). Mental health
implications of the juvenile justice standards. child

and Youth Sexrvices, 5(3), 5-27.

A. Psychological maltreatment (parent, significant other,
teacher)

Brassard, M. R., Germain, R., & Hart, S. N. (1987).
n th.

Nemeork°“Perganoanress.

Garbarino, J. (1977). The human ecology of child
maltreatment: A conceptual model for research.
3 arris e Family, 721-735.

Garbarino, J., Guttman, E., & Seeley, J. W. (1987;).
What is psychological —~altreatment? (Chapter 1),
Identifying cases of maltreatment (Chapter 3),
Identifying psychological maltreatnent outside the
nome (Chapter 8). 1e_Ps3 ]
Child. san Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Hart, S. N. (1987). Psychological maltreatment in
schooling. School yloay Review, 16(2), 169-
180.

Hart, S. N., & Brassard, M. R. (1987). A major
threat to children’s mental health: Psychological

maltreatment. American Psychologist, 42(2), 160-
165.

Lynch, P. D. (1984, April). zﬁxgnglggiggi_ggggg_gz
Qggmlgggl__éi_;gg_hsr;-“Paper“presented at the

annual meeting of the American Educational
Research Association, New Orleans, LA.

Melton, G. B., & Corson, J. (1987). Psychological
maltreatment and the schools: Problems of law and

professional responsibility. School Psychology
Review, 16(2), 188-194.

Rosenberg, M. S. (1987). New directions for research
on the psychological maltreatment of children.

American Psychologist, 42(2), 166-171.

1. Reject (a-e from Garbarino, 1987)

2. Isolating 1,2




3. Terrorizing 1,2

4. Ignoring

5. Corrupting (include pornography)

6. Degrading 2,3

7. Denying Emotional Expressiveness 2,3
B. Child Abuse

(1980) . cChildren and violence. Edited proceedings
of an International Symposium (Stockholm, Sweden,
May 14-16, 1979).

Children’s
I A L » O laL.s \ L oS
Session. (1985) cOngress of the U. S.,
Washington, D.C. Senate Committee on Labor and
Human Resources.

Brady, M. L. (1985). plence
QQQ&QL_A;QQLQQIiXQAblblioqrabbl

abuse: A selective biblioaraphy, Bibliography
Series Eighteen (2nd ed).California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo. (ERIC Document

Reproduction Service No. ED 264 482)

Giovannoni, J. M., & Becerra, R. M. (1979). Defining
child abuse. New York: Free Press.

Gray, E- (1983) What have we learned about

working‘paper*No§‘009. Natibnal Committee for
Prevention of child Abuse, Chicago, IL.

Starr, R. H., & et al. (1984). The contribution of
handicapping conditions to child abuse. Topics in

Early Childhood Special Education, 4(1), 55-69.

Tower, C. C. (1987). W o90ls ¢ e (o] at

child abuse and neglect (2nd ed.). National

Education Association, washington, D.C.
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1. physical (battered child syndrome) i,2

Lee, J. (1979). A review of the child abuse
literature. New York. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. EI 182 907)

2. sexual

Ahart, G. J. (1982) > on

Report to the Chairman, Subcomnittee on
Select Education, House Committee on
Education and Labor. Government Accounting
office, Washington, D.C. Division of Human
Resources. (ERIC Document Reproduction
Service No. ED 220 753)

Dembo, R., Dertke, M., LaVoie, L., Borders, S.,
Washburn, M., & Schmeidler, J. (1987).
Physical abuse, sexual victimization and

illicit drug use: A structural analysis among
high risk adolescents. Journal of

Adolescence, 10. 13-33.

Hodson, D. & Skeen, P. (1987). child sexual
abuse: A review of research and theory with
implications for family life educators.

Family Relations, 36(2), 215-21.

National Committee for Prevention of Ch11d Abuse

Tharinger, D. J. & Vevier, E. (1987). Child
sexual abuse: A review and intervention
framework for the teacher. Journal of

a i¢ Developm in Education, 20(4),

12-24.’

Vevier, E., & Tharinger, D. J. (1986). cChaild
sexual abuse: A review and intervention
framework for the school psychologist.

Journal of School Psychology, 24(3), 293-311.

a. incest

Mey, B. J. V., & Neff, R. L. (1982). Adult-
child incest: A review of research and

treatment. Adolescence, 17(68), 717-735.



Riggs, R. 8. (1982). Incest: The school’s

role. Jourpal of School Health, 52(8),
365-70.

b. extra-familial

Pettis, K. W., & Hughes, R. D. (1985).
Sexual victimization of children: A

current perspective. Behavioral
Disorders, 10(2), 136-144.

c. pornography

Friend, S. A. (1983). Sexual exploitation
of children and youth. State

Legislative Report, 8(6).
(1982) .

BUS MIVOLALCULION AnNQ LB ¥R
pornegraphy. Hearings before the
Subcommittee on Select Education on the
Committee on Education and lLabor. House
of Representatives, Ninety-Seventh
Congress, Second Session.

3. emotional (subsumes 1 1-~7, above)

Lamphear, V. S. (1985). The impact of
maltreatment on children’s psychosocial
adjustment: A review of the research. child

lect: ional na
9(2), 251-63.

Morris, J. (1979). Parental psychological and

emotional abuse. School Guidance Worker,
34(5), 26-29.

4. verbal 2,3

Bell, D. C., & Bell, L. G. (1981). erns cf
erbal communication i) trong famili
Paper presented at the Annual Convent
the American Psychological Association (89th,
Los Angeles, CA).

5. educational (refusal to allow attendance) 2,3

Pepe, T. J., & et al. (1985). Acadenic
penalties for attendance reasons. Legal
Memorandum, pgs. 1-8.

C. Pressure for super conformity 2,3
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D. Induced academic failure 2,3

Mizell, M. H. (1986). Considerations preliminary to
the development of dropout prevention policies and

programs. Spectrum, 4(4), 21-27.

Pink, W. T. (1982). Academic failure, student social
conflict, and delinquent behavior. Urban Review,
14(3), 141-180.
E. Dependency (induced by parent or teacher) 2,3
F. Guilt 3

G. Religion 2,3
Meier, J. H., & Sloan, H. P. (1982). Ag;g_gg_ggg_ggg

ghiid disgbiliﬁiég;» (ERIC_Document"Reproduction‘
Service No. ED 234 891)

H. Learned helplessness 2,3

Adelman, H., & Taylor, L. (1986). An introduction to
learning disabjlitijes. Glenview, IL: Scott,

Foresman.

Rouse, N. I. (1980). Depression: Key to minority

underachievement. Kappa Delta Pi Record, 16(4),
104-106.

Schloss, P. J. (1983). Classroom-based intervention
for student exhibiting depressive reactions.

Behavioral Disorders, 8(4), 231-236.

I. Migratory existance

Steedman, H. (1979). The education of migrant
workers’ children in EEC countries: From
assimilation to cultural pluralism? Comparative

EQ!EQLiQn, 1§(3)1 259-268.

J. Discrimination (ethnicity, sex, religion)

(1980). Indian culture and its xelationship to child
abuse and neglect, revised. National Indian Child

Abuse and Neglect Resource Center, Tulsa, OK.



IT.

Smith R. D. (1987).

PapermpresentedHat‘the conferencemof'the'National
Center for Clinical Infant Programs, "Vulnerable
Infants, Stressed Famil ‘es: Challenges for

Research and Practice"” Los Angeles, CA, February
20-22, 1987).

K. Taboos/superstitions 2,3

Wagner, G. A., & Morris, E. K. (1980). Acquisition
of superstitious behavior with ¢ en. Paper
presented at the annual convention of the American
Psychological Association (88th, Montreal, Quebec,
Canada, September 1-5, 1980).

L. Victims of crimes 2,3

(1985) .

National‘Center for“Missing‘and Exploited
Children, wWashington, D.C.

Flowers, R. B. (1986).
im

Wishon, P. M., & Broderius, B. W. (1987) uigging

égéxégﬁign;m ngtbégg‘gg . mPhl‘Delta Kappa
Educational Foundation, Bloomington, IN.

Omission
Morse, S. J., Whitebread, C. H. (1982). Mental health
implications of the juvenile justice standards. c¢child
and Youth Services, 5(3), 5-27.
A. Child abuse (neglect)
1. physical 1,2

2. emotional

3. educational 2,3

(1985). CcChildren’s justice act, Report to
accompanv S. 140. United States Senate,
ty- ] st Sess
Congress of the U.S., Washington, D.c. Senate
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.
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Gelardo, M. S., & Sanford, E. E. (1987). Child
abuse and neglect: A review of the

literature. School Psvcholoayv Review, 16(2),
137-155.

Gray, E. (1983)

Prevention<focus"working paper No:m009.“
National Committee for Prevention of Child
Abuse, Chicago, IL.

Juvenile Justice Standards Project (1981).

Cambridge,vutﬂ Ballingerupublishingw“

Tower, C. C. (1987). How schools can help

o s e .
National Education Association, Washington,
D.C.

B. No exposure to educationally related things (books,
magazines, pencils, etc.) 1,2

C. Lack of parental/cultural acceptance of education 2,3

D. Lack of appropriate education (either tail of the
distribution) 2,3

Baker, K. (1985). Research evidence of a school
discipline problem. Phi Delta Kappan, 66(7), 482-
488.
E. Nutriticnal deficiencies (Kwashiorkor) 1,2

F. Bad luck (aia Adelman) 2,3

Adelman, 4., & Taylor, L. (1986). An introduction to
learning disabilit’es. Glenview, IL: Scott,

Foresman.
Conditions that Develop Among Children and Youth

Conditions that develop among children and youth which cause
at-risk typically are diseases, some educational problems (e.q.,
dyslexia) changes in environment including physical, emotional and
social (divorce of parents), physical changes (handicapping
conditions, paraplegia); and psychological problems seemingly not
related to self or others.

11




III. Developing Conditions

1. Parental unemployment

Etaugh, C. (1984). Effects of maternal

Paper presented;at‘the'Annualﬁneeting of‘the
Midwestern lsychological Association
(Chicago, IL, May 3-5).

2. Divorce

Benedek, R. S., & Benedek, E. P. (1979).
Children of divorce: Can we meet their needs?

Journal of Socjal Issues, 35(4), 155-169.

Carlson, C. I. (1987). Helping students deal
with divorce-related issues.

Special
Sexvices in the Schools, 3(3-4), 121-138.
oawson, Qe (1981) Ihe_sffsgs_gz_sng,gingls:

1 re) m D_academic ach Y e B
Reproduction Service No. ED 241 604)

Disibio, R. A. (1981). The effect of the
single-parent family on the

academic,
emotional, and social achievement of the
elementary school child. (ERIC Document

Reproduction Service No. ED 226 825)

ILowery, C. R., & Settle, S. A. (1985). Effects
of divorce on children: Differential impact
of custody and visitation patterns. Family

Relations, 34(4), 455-463.
Neely, E. M. (1985). An annotated bibliography
i hild : A ;

Bend. IN ‘Indian“Unlver51ty “(ERIC Document
Reproductlon Service No. ED 258 723)

Rubin, L. D., & Price, J. H. (1979). Divorce
and its effects on children. Journal of

School Health, 49(10), 552-556.

12




Schwertfeger, J. (1983). c ing

mmendatio; -eachers. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No, ED 242 409)

Spain, E. T. (1981). cChildren of divorce--A

forgotten constituency. Social Studies,
72(2), 91-94.

Sumrak, S. M. (1984). An annotated biblicqraphy

1] : 2ed (ERIC Document
Reproduction service No. ED 252 311)

3. child in custody of legal system

4. Foster home

Brady, M- L. (1985)- Domestic violence and
111 abuse: | tth§i~: biblic apt

i ) San
Luis Obxspo, CA: California Polytechnic State
University. (ERIC Document Reproduction
Service No. ED 264 482)

Finkelstein, N. E. (1980). Children in limbo.
Social Work, 25(2), 100-105.

5. Marital discord

Emery, R. E. (1982). Interparental conflict and
the children of discord and divorce.

Psychological Bulletin, 22(2), 310-30.
Renouf, E. (1984). Separated families and

Qnilg:gg=gng_xgiu§g_§gggss to a parent. Unit

Kensington;’Australia- New SOuthAWaLes‘
University, School of Education.

6. Experietice extreme trauma or catascrophy
7. "Haz - scous materials™ 1,2

Kane, D. N. (1985). Environmental hazards to
young children. Phoenix, AZ: Oryz Press.

13
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B. Diseases

(1983).

éﬁégtgﬁé. Washington,‘b c..'Anerican?Association
of University Affiliated Programs for the
Developmentally Disabled; Baltimore, MD: John F.

Kennedy Institute; Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
fniversity.

(1984)- Developmental handicaps: Prevention and

pmgg;gng Baltinore, HD.'Johan.hxennedyf
Institute; Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University.

(1985).

pﬁggzgﬁg.' silvermSpring,AMD;'Americanvhssociation
of University Affiliated Programs for Persons with
Developmental Disabilities; Baltimore, MD: John F.

Kennedy Institute; Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University.

Doherty, W. J., & McCubbin, H. I. (Eds.) (1985).

Special issue: The family and health care. Family
Relations, 34(1), 5-137.

Isaacs, J., & McElroy, M. R. (1980). Psychosocial
aspects of chronic illness in children. Journal
of School Health, 50(6), 318-21.

Kendall, E. D. (1983). Research in review. Child
care and disease: What is the 1ink? Youngq
children, 38(5), 68-77.

Perry, J. D., & Flanagan, W. K. (1986). Pediatric
Psychology: Applications to the schools needs of
children with health disorders. Technigues, 2(4),
333-340.

1. AIDS

Centers for Disease Control (1988). Guidelines
for effective school health education to

prevent the spread of AIDS. Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report, 37, (Suppl. 2).

14



5.

Hartog-Rapp, F. (1987). AIDS: Is any risk too

presented\atsthe Natlonal‘Council of School
Attorney’s School Law Seminar, San Francisco
CA.

4

Silin, J. G. (1987). The language of AIDS:
Public fears, pedagogical responsibllities.

Venereal disease 3

(1983). z L2 ranspitted digeases: A
gg;gg;;xgﬁgnng;a;gﬂ_hibliggxagnx- Planned
Parenthood Federation of America, Inc., New
York, NY. Education Department.

of Health,*Austin;‘”

Britton, P. 0., (Ed.), & et al. (1984). 1Issues
of the ’'80s: Infertility, child sexual abuse,
sex roles, herpes & AIDS, single parents, and
latchkey children. Emphasis.

Allergies (foods, molds, pollins)

Taylor, E. (1979). Food addltives, allergy and
hyperkinesis. Journal of il1d Psyc '

357-364.

Asthma
CNS disorders

Diabetes

McFadden, J. (1979). Group counseling: Health

related. Jourpal of Non-White Concerns in
Personnel and Guidance, 8(1), 4-9.
Epilepsy

Ziegler, R. G. (1982). Epilepsy: Individual
illness, human predicament and family

dilemma. Family Relations, 31(3), 435-444.
Hydrocephaly

15



9, Cancer
10. Ulcers 2,3

11. Adventitious Impairments

Gartner, A., & Lipsky, D. K. (1987). Beyond

special education: Toward a quallty system
for all students. Harvard :

57{(4), 367-395.

Kleppel E. B, (1981) gg;gng_ussgg_gz_xnzal
= f Da of.1: . Paper
presented at the Nationa] Institute on Social

Work in Rural Areas (6th, Beaufort County,
SC, July 26-29, 1981).

Psychological problems
Phillips, S.

(1983).

nﬁmng:‘ZZ."Kensington,‘Australia.“New-South¢Wales
University, School of Education.

1. Phobias 2,3
2. Psychosis 2,3

3. Depression

Allen-Meares, P. (1987). Depression in

childhood and adolescence. Social Work,
32(6), 512-516.

Golden, J. M. (1981). Depression in middle and
late childhood: Implications for

intervention. Child Welfare, 60(7), 457-465.

Lobel, B., & Hirschfeld, R. M. A. (1984).
Depression: What we know. Rockville, MD:
National Institute of Mental Health (DHHS).

Reynolds, W. M., & Stark, K. D. (1987). School-
based intervention strategies for the
treatment of depression in children and

adolescents. Special Services_ in the Schools,
3(3~-4), 69-88.
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Rouse, N. I. (1980). Depression: Key to

minority underachievement. Kappa Delta Pi
Record, 16(4), 104-106.

Schloss, P. J. (1983). Classroom-based
intervention for student exhibiting

depressive reactions. Behavioral Disorders,
8(4), 231-236.

4. Attention Deficit Disorders 2,3

Dykman, R. A., et al. (1983). Psychological
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